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FOOD

BRITE SPOT 
1918 W. Sunset Blvd., Echo Park
(213) 484-9800
Echo Park is the land of pretty po’
folks. That’s why this diner is one of
the most terrific finds of the
neighborhood.

Most entrees are between $8-
$12. P.S. They’ve got the best
spaghetti with meat sauce in Los
Angeles.

CAKE AND ART
8709 Santa Monica Blvd., West
Hollywood (310) 657-8694;
www.cakeandart.com
When I die, I EXPECT to be buried
here. Sure, there are some serious
health code violations involved with
that, but whatev! This place has the
nummiest sweet-stuff you’ll ever

sink your teeth into.
Each cupcake has about a foot of

icing piled on top – unlike those
other guys that think people actually
buy these goodies for the cake.
Flavors range from the S’more
cupcake (chocolate cake with
graham cracker and marshmallow-
covered chocolate icing) to
traditional butter cream cupcakes.
Each are about $3 and SO worth it.

FRED 62 
1850 N. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles
(323) 667-0062; www.fred62.com
You’ll fall in love with this diner, not
because it’s been featured in cool
flicks like Friends With Money or
frequented by actress Melanie
Lynskey and Ambulance Ltd.
frontman Marcus Congleton. But
simply because it’s the “funnest”
place in the world to wind up after a
night of clubbing.

The waitresses, a sexy staff of
roller derby-esque hotties, parade
around in the shortest skirts and
skimpiest nylons EVER. The food is
good, too.

Try the fried calamari for under
$7 and wash it down with an ice cold

Arnold Palmer. Now
that’s what we call good
eating!

GENGHIS COHEN 
740 N. Fairfax Ave., Los
Angeles (323) 653-0640;
www.genghiscohen.com
Where else but in the
Fairfax District can

Jewish and Asian cultures mesh?
They do a brilliant job here.

On one side of this establish-
ment is a restaurant with gorgeous
Asian-fusion dishes. On the other
side is performance area (Singer
Christian Lane recently played here).
There’s also a fantastic bar with
some of the best drinks you’ll ever
taste and a super friendly wait staff.

INSOMNIA CAFE 
7286 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles
(323) 931-4943
Eat your heart out, New York and
San Francisco! You’re not the only
ones with a cool coffee house
equipped with plush overstuffed old
couches and antique-style wooden
tables.

Insomnia is a must for those
late-night chats with an unrequited
crush or for finishing that graphic
design project that just won’t go
away. Aside from an awesome cup of
tea/joe, Insomnia is also home to a
bevy of tasty cakes, pastries and
biscotti. You won’t want to leave!

L.A. BUNS & CO.
8797 Santa Monica Blvd., West
Hollywood (310) 659-3745
True, this food stand is located next
to a car wash, of all things. But don’t

be hatin’ ... The burritos and brisket
sandwiches are nicely priced and to
die for!

MASHTI MALONE’S 
1525 N. La Brea Ave., Los Angeles
(866) 767-3423;
www.mashtimalone.com
Got a hankerin’ for some Rosewater
ice cream? How about a scoop of
Saffron flavored cream? 

Or better yet, do you crave the
best darn Pralines-n-Cream hot
caramel sundae on the planet earth?
Well, this is the only place you’re
going to get it.

Mashti Malone’s derives its
name and quirky heritage from the
proprietors, and luckily the
combination of Indian and Irish
flavors make this a must-stop on a
hot summer’s day!

MR. CECIL’S CALIFORNIA RIBS 
12244 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles
(310) 442-1550
13625 Ventura Blvd., Sherman
Oaks (818) 905-8400;
www.mrcecilscaliforniaribs.com
I bet you a basket of baby backs that

one taste of these mouth-watering
ribs will have you hooked! We don’t
know who Mr. Cecil is exactly, but
he’s the devil and his ribs are the best
sin in Los Angeles.

Try the rib special: one pound
for $12.95.

PANINI’S PIZZA 
8849 W. Sunset Blvd., West
Hollywood (310) 652-4726
Not to be mistaken with the other
THOUSAND Panini’s in Los
Angeles, this one has the yummiest
slices to curb those lunchtime
munchies. Located smack-dab on
the Sunset Strip, Panini’s serves up
authentic New York slices (thin and
perfectly greasy) to self-professed
rock royalty.

And it’s cheap! $5 gets you a
slice, a side salad and a drink.

PALOMINO
10877 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles
(310) 208-1960;
www.palomino.com
If heaven exists in Los Angeles, then
it manifests itself in Palomino. This

TO HANG IN LOS ANGELES

There seems to be an epidemic of people steering newbies and tourists visiting Los Angeles to the most banal and overexposed attractions

in town (i.e. Universal City Walk, the Grove and the beach). Well, we’ve decided to comprise a list of the 50 best places to hang in L.A. Leave the tourist

attractions to the camera-clad out-of-towners. B Y  E B O N Y  M A R C H
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casually elegant eatery located near
the UCLA campus is a beautiful
place for a date or dinner out with
friends.

The wait staff is beautiful,
friendly and capable. And you’ll
marvel over their delicious steak,
seafood and pasta dishes – the BEST
in this town.

Save room for the fabulous
crème brûlée and the erupting
chocolate soufflé. But save up,
entrees can be pricey.

TART @ THE FARMER’S
DAUGHTER HOTEL 
115 S. Fairfax Ave. Los Angeles
(323) 937-3930;
www.farmersdaughterhotel.com

The space is lovely. This is the
kind of restaurant that makes you
feel like a proper adult for eating
there. They made a huge faux pas by
firing the original chef here
(whoever you are, the pork
tenderloin was to die for!).

However, they’ve redeemed
themselves by providing a more
tourist-friendly menu that caters to
those with a down-home sensibility.
It’s like eating Grandma’s home-
cooked Sunday dinner in a divine
architectural wonderland.

TITO’S TACOS 
11222 Washington Pl., Culver City
(310) 391-5780;
www.titostacos.com
Sing it with me, now: “I love Tito’s
Tacos/You’ll love Tito’s, too!”

What can we say? This is some
gooood stuff! 

Just don’t be stupid by asking
what you should try here. Take our
advice: sample everything on the
menu.

SHOPPING

AGENT PROVOCATEUR 
7961 Melrose Ave.,
Los Angeles 
(323) 653-0229;
www.agentprovocateur.com
This Hollywood staple looks like a
total hole-in-the-wall as you’re
perusing down Melrose Avenue. But
inside lurks one of the sexiest
lingerie shops known
to mankind.

Agent Provocateur
is where all the fly
honeys like Carmen
Electra and Christina
Aguilera get their
smutty gear. The styles
here are very vintage,
VERY Bettie Page. But
sexy glamour isn’t
cheap so make sure you
bring plastic.

ALVA SKATE SHOP 
1086 S. Fairfax Ave.,
Los Angeles 
(323) 954-7295
Tony Alva was the Bob Burnquist of
his day. On surf or turf, this guy can

shred.
To be like Alva, pop into this

legendary shop situated in Little
Ethiopia, and get your own board,
trucks and wheels from the man
himself. Pura vida is what this place
is all about!

ATMOSPHERE
1728 N. Vermont Ave, Los Angeles
(323) 666-8420
This colorful little hideaway is a
hipster’s wet dream. More original
than Urban Outfitters, this
boutique is where the coolest kids
stock up on their toys and threads.

The vibe here is tons of fun.
Especially now that Pinkberry
yogurt has opened next door! And
the sales associates are friendly and
sans the pretension of those other
neighborhood shops.

BOOK SOUP 
8818 W. Sunset Blvd., West
Hollywood (310) 659-3110;
www.booksoup.com
Despite what you’ve heard, the
Sunset Strip is not the vapid
wasteland of schlock and leather-
clad dummies that you see on the
telly. It’s actually home to one of
L.A.’s premiere bookstores.

They’ve got everything at Book
Soup: best sellers, independent
publications, Taschen journals and
every magazine your media-hungry
heart desires. The atmosphere here
is peaceful, unlike those corporate

guys co-opted by Starbucks and
other big name life ruiners.

THE COSMO SHOW 
7614 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles
(323) 852-6990
“Don’t you know who I think I
am?” These are the words of Cosmo,
the self-professed Queen of
Melrose.

This guy sounds like Harvey
Fierstein and looks like Cruella De
Ville. He’s a trip! 

And his clothes are rock-god
perfection. It’s a bit pricey here, but
when has hotness ever come cheap?

FAT BEATS
7600 Melrose Ave., Suite J, 2nd
Floor. Los Angeles (323) 655-8997;
www.fatbeats.com
Spin, spin, sugar: find everything
hot on vinyl at this legendary record
shop. From the Pretenders to
Company Flow, they’ve got the
hook up.

They also have one-two’s set up
for your casual mixing pleasure.

MY 12 STEP STORE 
8730-B Santa Monica Blvd., West
Hollywood (310) 623-1702;
www.my12stepstore.com
All you alchies and druggies out
there finally have a retail outlet of
your very own. This witty shop takes
the sarcasm and cynicism of the 12
steps and transforms it into

merchandise that supports and
teases.

Get everything from T-shirts
(around $20) to stationary ($10 to
$20) and books ($8 to $20).

PLASTICA
8405 W. 3rd St., Los Angeles (323)
655-1051; www.plasticashop.com

An environmentalist’s worst
nightmare! But the camp and the
kitsch located within the four walls
of this unique store will make you
forget all that.

This is a cool shop to pick up
fun stuff for your cubicle at work or
your favorite niece and nephew.
Everything here is plastic, functional
and clever.

POPKILLER SUNSET 
7503 W. Sunset Blvd., Hollywood
(323) 874-7731
Remember Annie Potts’ character in
Pretty in Pink? Well, if she became
the owner of a hip, pop culture-
heavy gift shop on Sunset
Boulevard, this would be it! 

I mean, the place has doll baby
heads hanging from the ceiling.
Need I say more?

PULL MY DAISY 
3908 W Sunset Blvd., Silver Lake
(323) 663-0608
When you step into this little-known

shop, you will feel as though
you’ve just invaded the attic of
some devoutly cool old lady
and her trendy progeny. This
shop boasts vintage fare, all
things Dickies, hip jewelry and
clothing that only the most
daring Harajuku girl would
wear.

If you like to flirt with coolness,
then this shop is for you!

A STORE BY GIRLIE DESIGNS
7494B Santa Monica Blvd., West
Hollywood (323) 512-4475;
www.girlie-designs.com
I squeal with delight and have come
close to wrecking my car every time
I pass this boutique. From the
window, you will see a barrage of
adorable tops and dresses.

Go inside, and lose your mind
and paycheck. A shopping must for
chic and hip L.A. chicks.

BAR/LOUNGE

THE ABBEY 
692 N. Robertson, West Hollywood
I once heard of a woman getting
drunk at this chic bar/lounge,
ripping off all her clothes, running
down the street chasing passing cars
while yelling sexually derisive
statements at them.
Considering the upscale
and glossy persona of this
predominantly gay estab-
lishment, I find that hard
to believe.

The Abbey is home to
all the best “same-sex
oriented” awards season
soirees. Not to mention
the biggest and baddest
damn apple martini there is. A
must-see!

BAR 107 
107 W. 4th St., Los Angeles (213)
625-7382
You’ll have a blast at this stellar dive
bar nestled just a stone’s throw from
skid row (Blink, and you’ll miss it!).
They get a nicely mixed crowd of
neighborhood gentrifiers, college
kids and people totally fed up with
clubs like LAX, NME and the
Shortstop.

Pile all of your closest friends
into the photo booth in the back,
then dance the night away on the
miniscule dance floor. Good times!

CHA CHA LOUNGE
2375 Glendale Blvd., Silver Lake
(323) 666-7595;
www.chachalounge.com
The inside of this famed East Side
bar looks like some deranged kid’s
Quinceañera gone awry. It’s still one
of the coolest places to meet and
greet all the exciting 21 to 34-year-
old inhabitants of Silver Lake and
Echo Park.

CHATEAU MARMONT 
8221 Sunset Blvd., West Hollywood
(323) 650-0575
It’s a rite of passage that everyone

who moves to Los Angeles will either
stay at this posh enclave of suites and
bungalows, or will wind up there for
lunch or cocktails at the sexy
companion Bar Marmont.

Just be warned: when you run
into your favorite celeb, like Scary
Spice or Jessica Simpson, TRY to act
cool. Never let the rich kids see you
sweat.

CINESPACE 
6356 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood
(323) 817-3456;
www.cinespace.info
What a clever idea: putting all the
cutest himbos and long-legged gals
of Hollywood under one roof, and
watch them try to “out-glamour”
each other.

This popular nightspot is a dead
ringer for one of the tony clubs in a
Bret Easton Ellis novel; pretty people
doing ugly things (like networking).
Hey, it’s the 21st century!

THE DRAWING ROOM
1800 Hillhurst Ave., Los Feliz (323)
665-0135
Welcome to the East Side’s best
shitbox! If you’re a fan of the
Cramps or any other freaky B-
movie-esque rock band, then you’ll
love the crowd here.

The drinks are cheap, and there’s
always a good song playing on the
jukebox.

FROLIC ROOM 
6245 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood
(323) 462-5890
Talk about the most random
collection of people under one roof.
On any given night, you’ll find the
terminally good looking, a wide
array of rock ’n’ roll types and old
guys who just don’t take no for an
answer.

The sweet smell of desperation
is thick here; that’s why it’s so fun.
Just wear comfy shoes because
parking is ridiculous.

GOOD LUCK BAR
1514 Hillhurst Ave., Los Angeles
(323) 666-3524;
www.goodluckbar.com
I once got “the nod” from Tony
Kanal of No Doubt at this cozy dive
bar. Centrally located between Los
Feliz and Silver Lake, this watering
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hole is an excellent place for drinks,
people watching or hooking up.

It also houses a great lounge
area. Perfect for after work bitch-
fests.

GUY’S LOUNGE 
8713 Beverly Blvd. Los Angeles
(310) 360-0290
Creative Artist Agency has held
many an industry par-tay here. DJ to
the stars, Samantha Ronson, has
even hosted a popular karaoke night
within these walls.

The space is gorgeous. It’s a great
place to pop into for a drink and
even better for throwing a party or
reception. It’s classy and hip and
centrally located – the holy trinity of
L.A. nightlife.

HOTEL CAFÉ
623 1 N. Cahuenga Blvd.,
Hollywood; www.hotelcafe.com
Amos Lee has played here. The Good
Listeners have played here. Rachel
Yamagata has played here. I guess it’s
true what they say: “If you build it,
they will come.”

The best thing about the Hotel
Café is that it’s romantic, dive-y,
lounge-y and mellow all at once. It’s
a great place to check out the set
from a hot new singer-songwriter or
to kick back and enjoy a nice glass of
Merlot.

ROYAL CLAYTONS 
1855 Industrial St., Los Angeles
(213) 622-0512
My friends and I wandered into this
slinky bar/restaurant while trying to
find a nearby warehouse party. Boy,
were we glad we did.

The physical atmosphere is like
dad’s old wood-paneled den. But
that’s where the convention stops.

This is the kind of
neighborhood hot spot that will
have you giving notice on that
traditional one bedroom and
running headlong into a swanky
new loft – just so you’ll be within
walking distance to this place. Ask
for Matt (the quiet artist type) or
Chance (the funny – and handsome
– guy next door). These bar 
staffers will make your time here
worthwhile.

Oh, and the drinks are cheap (I
got a gin and tonic for $5).

THEATER

ARCLIGHT CINEMAS
6360 W. Sunset Blvd., Hollywood;
www.arclightcinemas.com
This is L.A.’s answer to New York’s
Angelika Film Center. With its
sweeping lobby and fun gift shop,
ArcLight Cinemas is a delightful
place to piss away a Saturday or
Sunday afternoon.

Assigned seating in each
screening room and within the
world-renowned Cinerama Dome
guarantees your favorite spot to
enjoy the hottest new offerings from
the big studios and the indie scene.
Sure, it’ll cost you a little more coin,

but it’s worth not having to watch
your movie surrounded by
screaming kids and chatty Kathies.

BROOKINS COMMUNITY
AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
4831 S. Grammercy Pl., Los
Angeles (323) 296-5610;
www.bcamechurch.com
No, we haven’t totally lost it! Sure,
church isn’t for everyone, but it’s ten
times more entertaining than any of
those Madea movies.

You will laugh, cry and get
sanctified worshiping with the likes
of Denzel and Pauletta Washington
and Magic Johnson. Go for the fun;
Stay for the Holy Spirit.

THE GROUNDLINGS THEATRE 
7307 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles
(323) 934-4747;
www.groundlings.com
Addicted to “Saturday Night Live?”
Can’t wait to see who the new cast
members are? Well, check out any of
the hilarious shows at this comedic
stomping ground.

Cheri Oteri, Chris Kattan, the
late Phil Hartman and newer funny
folks like Dax Shepard and Will
Forte have all graduated from the
prestigious program here.

MAGICOPOLIS 
1418 4th St., Santa Monica 
(310) 451-2241;
www.magicopolis.com
Click on any cool kid’s MySpace
page, and you’ll see that he or she is
a fan of: 1) Asian girls 2) Feist 3)
Magic. Come see why the latter is so
much fun.

Learn tricks from the best or
watch talented people pull bunny
rabbits out of crazy places. Either
way, it’s a blast!

THEATER OF NOTE 
1517 N. Cahuenga Blvd., Los
Angeles (323) 856-8611;
www.theatreofnote.com
Broadway blows! At least compared
to this theater it does.

The Theater of Note is the home
to the best and edgiest plays out
there. Playwrights serve up
controversy, social commentary and
S-E-X.

The new season stands to be
legendary. Tix range from $15 to
$35.

VISTA 
4473 Sunset Drive, Los Angeles;
www.losfeliz.com 
Ladies and gentlemen: meet the only
theater in Los Angeles that still has a

matinee that won’t
make you sacrifice the
ambiance of an art-
house theater. Sure,
there are the occasional
families that frequent
the latest releases here,
but it’s nowhere near as
annoying as a theater in
the mall.

INSTRUCTIONAL

CHEF’S INC.
10955 W. Pico Blvd.,
Los Angeles (310) 470-
2277; www.chefsinc.net

Get off your couch
and take a class at this charming
cooking school in West Los Angeles.
You can study Indian cuisine under
famed local Chef Neela Paniz or
learn culinary wizardry from Chef
David Lefevre from the Water Grill
Restaurant.

The facilities here are wonderful,
and the family environment lends
itself to learning. Classes start
around $85.

GROOVE RIDERS 
14566 Ventura Blvd., Sherman
Oaks (818) 981-3366;
www.grooveriders.com
Real DJs BREAK records. Lucky for
them, there are still some places in
Los Angeles where you can buy
vinyl. They’re few and far between,
so you’d be wise to support them
while they still exist! 

This one is the best. I’m sure
you’ll overlook the fact that it’s in
the Valley...

PAGE MUSEUM AT
THE LA BREA TAR PITS 
5801 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles
(323) 857-6300; www.tarpits.org
I hate corny, touristy crap as much
as the next guy, but I’ll make an
exception for this place.

Did you know that thousands of
years ago, Woolly Mammoths used
to poop on the same spot as Park La
Brea? It’s true! 

Find out more cool tidbits here.
Adult tickets are $7; students with
I.D. get in for under $5.

SILVERLAKE CONSERVATORY
OF MUSIC 
3920 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles
(323) 665-3363;
www.silverlakeconservatory.com
Founded by the Red Hot Chili
Peppers’ Flea, this music school is an
unusual but affordable way to learn

something new. Most classes range
from $80 to $120 per month.

Study bass, piano, drums,
electric guitar and so on ... You’ll be
jamming with your band in no time.

OUTDOOR

BALBOA PARK 
17015 Burbank Blvd, Encino (818)
756-9642
A stunning oasis of green grass and
landscapes, this park is host to a fun
and informative Earth Day
celebration each April. Giving the
beach a run for its money since you
were in diapers.

GRIFFITH PARK 
4730 Crystal Springs Drive, Los
Angeles (323) 913-4688;
www.lacity.org
This landmark plays host to the
world famous Griffith Observatory
(www.griffithobs.org). Newly
renovated, it’s as informative and
sci-fi as ever! 

The beauty of these great
outdoors will soften the heart of any
cynic … Grassy trails and babbling
brooks that run under romantic
little bridges.

SHERMAN OAKS CASTLE PARK 
4989 Sepulveda Blvd., Sherman
Oaks (818) 756-9459; laparks.org
In recent years, the Valley has
become a hot bed of turned over
shopping carts and overall skank.
But there are still a few gems, like
this place.

It’s an amped up version of
Chuck E. Cheese’s but without all
the corporate ridiculousness. Play 18
holes of mini golf, old and new
school arcade games or take a stab at
the batting cage.

Two adults can have a day of fun

for $20.

SUNSET JUNCTION
4019 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles
(323) 661-7771;
www.sunsetjunction.org
This street festival only comes once a
year, and boy is it worth the wait!
Part block party, part music and arts
fest, Silver Lake pulls out all the
stops.

Past performers have been Sonic
Youth, Silversun Pickups, the Eels
and Redd Kross. This one is fun for
the entire family.

GALLERIES

MICHAEL KOHN GALLERY 
8071 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles
(323) 658-8088;
www.kohngallery.com
Don’t believe the hype! Los Angeles
has just as much culture as New
York. You may have to dig a little
deep for it, but it’s here.

The Kohn Gallery is a great place
to start. The exhibits here are always
quirky and fun. Expand your
horizons and check this one out.

TWENTIETH GALLERY
8057 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles
(323) 904-1200; www.twentieth.net
Stay future primitive at this cool
showroom for modern art and
furnishings.

Tucked away in the eclectic
Fairfax District, this land of quirky
chairs and wall hangings will leave
you saying, “Ikea, who?”

Vista

Silverlake Conservatory
of Muisc

Sherman Oaks Castel Park

Since there are a million
things to do in Los Angeles,
it can almost be intim-
idating to try something
new. But look at exploring
the city as an adventure.

Every day you can find
something new to do or try
(like Fat Beats, Book Soup
or Brite Spot), instead of
the same ole places that you
always go to.

With our guide, you can
start your journeys today.
Who knows what you
might find? 
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