
n May 19, the highly anticipated
conclusion to George Lucas’ epic
“Star Wars” saga will debut in the-

aters. “Star Wars: Episode III
Revenge of the Sith” details the tragic fall of
the heroic Anakin Skywalker and his transfor-
mation into the wicked Darth Vader.

In the nearly 30 years since the first film
hit theaters, “Star Wars” has grown into a
global phenomenon. Its blend of mythology,
science fiction and adventure has captured the
imaginations of millions of fans around the
globe.

The series’ underlying theme is the strug-
gle over the fate of the Force, the mystic ener-
gy that flows through all living things. It is a

classic battle between good and evil: The
good Jedi, who defend the peaceful light side
of the Force, and the evil Sith, who practice
the destructive and powerful dark side. The
side that wins the battle controls the universe. 

In the epic tale, Skywalker is the Jedi’s
“Chosen One,” the person destined to restore
balance to the Force. His personal fate deter-
mines the fate of the universe. 

But who are these Jedi and Sith? How did
they come to be? Tying together elements
from the popular “Star Wars” movies, comic
books, novels and games, this guide will pre-
pare you for “Revenge of the Sith.”

May the Force be with you.
— Eric Goodwin, Knight Ridder/Tribune

BACKGROUND
For more than a thousand genera-

tions, members of the Jedi Order have
dedicated themselves to mastering the
knowledge and tranquility found in the
benevolent light side of the Force. They
are instructed to act only when they
are at peace with it. The Jedi pledge
their lives to the fight against evil, vig-
orously training physically and mental-
ly to control their emotions and live an
austere life. Throughout their history,
the Jedi have used their skills to serve
the democratic Galactic Republic as
guardians of justice and protectors of
the peace. They are called upon to set-
tle interplanetary disputes and defend
against threats to the galaxy, earning
the order universal respect.

TRAINING AND BELIEFS
The Jedi life is a disciplined one,

regulated by many rules. Potential can-
didates are identified at infancy and
raised by the order, severing the candi-
dates’ ties to their family. Although the
Jedi have a deep respect for all life,
they must remain unattached to both
possessions and people to maintain
the clarity of mind needed to perform
their duties. Concern for loved ones
can lead to feelings of fear for their
safety. Fear is the beginning of the
path to the dark side of the Force.

They train in small groups in the
Jedi Temple until early adolescence. At
that point, once they are deemed wor-
thy, they move on to become padawans
and are apprenticed to an older Jedi
Knight. Anakin Skywalker is Obi-Wan
Kenobi’s padawan in “Attack of the
Clones.”

At the conclusion of their appren-
ticeship, padawans must pass a series
of trials to become knights. Knights
must demonstrate mastery of the
Force before the Jedi High Council will
confer upon them the title of Jedi Mas-
ter. The 12 Jedi that comprise the High
Council are masters of the highest or-
der.

The Jedi’s philosophical core sys-
tem of beliefs can be summarized as
follows:

There is no emotion; there is peace.
There is no ignorance; there is

knowledge.
There is no passion; there is serenity.
There is no death; there is the Force.

BACKGROUND
In the early centuries following the

formation of the Jedi Order, a rene-
gade Jedi succumbed to the dark side
of the Force, recruited other disenfran-
chised Jedi to his cause and declared
war on the order, causing a division in
the Force. After a devastating battle,
the fallen Jedi were banished from the
Republic, settling on the far-flung
planet of Korriban. Adopting the name,
culture and mystical practices of the
planet’s native people, these rogue
Jedi are known as the Sith. Fueled by
hatred and a never-ending thirst for
power, the Sith and Jedi have clashed
repeatedly over the eons. The collater-
al damage from these battles has dev-
astated entire star systems.

TRAINING AND BELIEFS
Siths believe the true power of the

Force cannot be found by serving oth-
ers, but by conquering them. They
draw their strength from the dark side
of the Force, fueled by the negative en-
ergy generated by rage and aggres-
sion. The more this reservoir is
tapped, the greater a user’s hunger for
the dark side grows, until he or she
finds themselves enslaved by the very
power they sought to control.

The Sith once numbered in the hun-
dreds. They were restructured after a
particularly savage battle thousands
of years ago, in which all Sith were
thought to have perished. The lone
survivor — Darth Bane — restructured
the cult so at most there could only be
a master and an apprentice. Those
who have mastered the teachings and
alchemy of the cult take on the title of
“Darth” and a new name. Thus, fallen
Jedi Count Dooku, who first appears in
“Attack of the Clones,” became the
Sith’s Darth Tyranus.

The Sith were retooled to empha-
size the use of stealth and deception
to achieve their means and obtain the
ultimate goal of ruling the galaxy.

Not all Sith are former Jedis. Darth
Sidious, the shadowy Sith master who
has expertly manipulated both the
Galactic Senate and the separatist
Confederacy of Independent Systems
to wage the Clone Wars depicted in the
first three installments of the “Star
Wars” saga, was never a member of
the order.

FORCE POWERS
By using the Force, the Jedi can:
■ Manipulate the minds of the weak-
willed.
■ Move/repel objects mentally.
■ Peer into the future.
■ Anticipate attacks and deflect them.
■ Move at speeds beyond that of nor-
mal humans.
■ Survive death with one’s conscious-
ness intact.

VISUAL CLUES
OF THE LIGHT SIDE

■ A calm resolve despite harrowing
circumstances. A Jedi will even medi-
tate to gain men-
tal clarity dur-
ing the heat of
battle, as
Qui-Gon Jinn
does during
his fight with
Darth Maul in
“The Phan-
tom Men-
ace.”
■ Even tem-
perament.

WEAPONS 
The Jedi prefer the

lightsaber, a blade made up
of energy focused through
a special kind of naturally
occurring crystal.
Lightsabers can be
used to deflect
laser blasts as
well as cut
through nearly
any material. A
Jedi trained in the
ways of lightsaber
combat makes an
almost unbeat-
able foe.

FORCE POWERS
The Sith ex-

hibit the same
powers of the
Force as the
Jedi, with two
additions:
■ Force light-
ning: Channel-
ing the dark side into an electric cur-
rent to attack enemies. Force lightning

causes great physical pain and
tears at a person’s bond with

the Force.
■ Force fury: Giving

into the hateful ener-
gies of the dark
side, a Sith can in-
crease the strength
and potency of his
attacks.

VISUAL
CLUES
OF THE 

DARK SIDE
■ Physical skin begins
to deteriorate.

■ While deep in the
thrall of the dark side, a

Sith’s eyes will turn a rep-
tilian red and gold.

WEAPONS
The Sith, like the
Jedi, use lightsabers
but rather than natur-

al crystals, they use
more powerful synthet-

ic ones to focus the blade’s
energy. These synthetic crys-
tals cause Sith lightsabers to

glow crimson. Darth Maul
used a double-bladed

lightsaber to fight Jedi
in “Phantom Menace.”

NEW ALLIES NEW ALLY

■ NAME: Mace Windu
(Samuel L. Jackson)
■ ROLE: Jedi Council
senior member
■ FAST FACT: Windu
wields a lightsaber
with a purple blade.
He’s the only Jedi
with a blade color oth-
er than blue or green.

■ NAME: Yoda
(voiced by Frank Oz)
■ ROLE: Jedi Council
senior member
■ FAST FACT:
Despite his small
stature and age (he’s
more than 800 years
old),Yoda is a fierce
lightsaber combatant.

The Wookiees of the planet Kashyyyk
will play a role in the fight against the
separatist forces battling the Galactic
Republic in “Revenge of the Sith.”

■ NAME: Obi-Wan
Kenobi
(Ewan McGregor)
■ ROLE: Jedi Council
member
■ FAST FACT: Like
other Jedi battling in
the Clone Wars, Ken-
obi is a general in the
Republic’s army.

The mysterious General Grievous, the
commander of the Confederacy of In-
dependent Systems’ droid forces, will
prove to be a deadly foe of the Jedi.

■ NAME: Count
Dooku/Darth Tyranus
(Christopher Lee)
■ ROLE: Leader of
the separatists,
Sith apprentice to
Darth Sidious
■ FAST FACT: When
he was a Jedi, Dooku
was Yoda’s padawan.

■ NAME: Darth Maul
(Ray Park)
■ ROLE: Former
Sith apprentice to
Darth Sidious
■ FAST FACT: Darth
Maul was killed while
dueling Obi-Wan
Kenobi in “The
Phantom Menace.”

■ NAME: Anakin
Skywalker/Darth
Vader
(Hayden Christensen)
■ ROLE: Sith appren-
tice to Darth Sidious
■ FAST FACT: Sky-
walker’s fall equals
certain doom to the
Jedi and the Republic.
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Obi-Wan Kenobi, left, is forced to battle
his friend and former padawan Anakin
Skywalker, right, in “Revenge of the Sith.”
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