
BANDS SCHEDULED 
TO PERFORM

Saturday, April 30:
Coldplay, Bauhaus, Weezer, The

Chemical Brothers, Wilco, Keane, Snow

Patrol, Rilo Kiley, Cafe Tacuba, Doves,

Sage Francis, The Raveonettes, Bloc

Party, Mercury Rev, Fantomas, Hernan

Cattaneo, Spoon, Zap Mama, DJ Peretz,

Jamie Cullum, M83, Ambulance LTD,

Four Tet, MF Doom, Josh Wink, Amp

Fiddler, Tiga, The Kills, UNKLE, The

Secret Machines, Boom Bip, Swayzak,

DJ Marky, Immortal Technique, Jean

Grae, Razorlight, Katie Melua, Radio 4,

Buck 65, Nic Armstrong and the

Thieves, Gratitude, Eisley, The Sexy

Magazines, k-os

Sunday, May 1:  
Nine Inch Nails, New Order, Bright

Eyes, Gang of Four, Prodigy, Black Star,

The Faint, Roni Size, Armin Van

Buuren, The Arcade Fire, Pinback,

Roots Manuva, DJ Krush, Z-Trip,

Thrice, Junkie XL, M.I.A., British Sea

Power, The Dresden Dolls, Miss Kittin,

The Fiery Furnaces, Ben Watt, Aesop

Rock, The Perceptionists, Jem, Autolux,

Donavon Frankenreiter, Sixtoo, Tegan

and Sara, Stereophonics, The Bravery,

Matthew Dear, Diplo, Subtle, Beans,

Shout Out Louds, The Futureheads,

Sloan, Kasabian, The Blood Brothers,

Matmos, Wolf Eyes, The Locust, Gram

Rabbit, Smokestacks, Zion I, Midlake

NIGHT ONE: 
MUST-SEE BANDS

COLDPLAY
Coachella headliners are always a must-

see, and this year Coldplay will not

disappoint. The Brit-rock quartet

swooned audiences internationally with

their breakthrough debut, Parachutes, in

2000, and continued to do so with

album follow-up A Rush of Blood to the

Head in 2002.

Passionate, melodic, emotional and

romantic, Coldplay will tug at your

heartstrings even more so in a live

setting than on a recording. The band

will surely be playing old favorites as

well as new music from their much

anticipated forthcoming album, X&Y.

After sold-out tours, critical acclaim

and immense commercial success,

Coldplay is pop-rock royalty and can’t

be missed at this year’s festival.

WEEZER
After years of lineup changes, sold-out

national tours, hit songs that defined a

generation and several MTV awards,

Weezer has become the ultimate geek

rock band. Songs like “Buddy Holly,”

“Undone - The Sweater Song” and “Say

it Ain’t So” are pop-punk anthems that

have stood the test of time and

developed a devoted fan base for the

band. Feel-good, old-fashioned surfer

rock has never sounded so good as with

Weezer’s consistently enjoyable songs

and live shows.

THE CHEMICAL BROTHERS
Just as The Crystal Method did last year,

The Chemical Brothers will be the ones

offering a refreshing change of pace

from the rest of the acts at Coachella.

While everyone else is whining, rocking,

screaming and swooning, The Chemical

Brothers will be hosting a dance party.

There won’t be any pushing and

shoving to get up to the front, because

there is no bad spot to be had while

under the tent during the mini rave.

Bring your glow sticks and dancing

shoes, and prepare yourself for a

spectacle of light and sound.

BAUHAUS
One of the most random and

unexpected acts on the Coachella

lineup is the influential, dark rock band

Bauhaus. Their experimental, brooding

music has hints of David Bowie and

The Velvet Underground, along with

goth and psychedelic acts of the ’70s

and ’80s. With music that is frantic

while at the same time humorous and

melodic, Bauhaus has been known to

put on a live show that is both

threatening and hypnotic. It should be

interesting to see how the band’s 15-

year hiatus translates into their onstage

chemistry.

WILCO
This Grammy award-winning band has

a unique charm. With a style that

ranges from alternative, indie college

radio to folk and country, Wilco is

essentially an eclectic pop band.

Frontman Jeff Tweedy will charm you

with his sly, witty, pained and ironic

repartee while the almost minimalist

musicianship will beguile you. For an

easily enjoyable and catchy set, Wilco

will be sure to please all spectrums of

musical taste.

HONORABLE MENTIONS:
KEANE – Having been compared to

contemporaries Coldplay and

Radiohead, Keane broke onto the scene

with the undeniably charming

“Somewhere Only We Know.” Polite,

grand and theatrical, this guitar-less

Brit-pop trio is completely irresistible.

JAMIE CULLUM – With the

anachronistic voice of a jazz/lounge

singer, Cullum delightfully covers songs

by both Cole Porter and Jimi Hendrix.

The 20-something has had songs

featured on major motion pictures and

has already gone double platinum.

EISLEY – This promising band, made

up of four siblings and a family friend,

writes buoyant songs that are decorated

with enchanting harmonies and

endearing lyrics.

SAGE FRANCIS – One of the most

interesting and experimental MCs of

today, Sage Francis borrows from many

genres to create his imaginative and

complex sound.

NIGHT TWO: 
MUST-SEE BANDS

NINE INCH NAILS
Probably the most anticipated

performance of the entire two-day

festival, Nine Inch Nails are a must-see

on night two. Trent Reznor redefined

industrial metal with haunting

melodies in legendary albums such as

Pretty Hate Machine and The

Downward Spiral. Beyond the shock

value of songs like “Closer” (with lyrics

that bellow “I want to f*ck you like an

animal”), Nine Inch Nails can evoke

despair, anger and obsession in the

complex layers of their musical sound.

Mystery and intrigue envelop the music

to create songs that are as disturbing as

they are beautiful.

After making their mark on

Lollapalooza, the 25th-anniversary

Woodstock, world tours and several

movie soundtracks, Nine Inch Nails are

living legends and will come back full

swing after their six-year break.

NEW ORDER
A reincarnation of the notorious

electronic band Joy Division, New

Order has reaped enormous success in

and around their home base of

England. With several top 40 hits and

commercially successful albums, New

Order brought infectious dance beats

to the mainstream. Their biggest hit,

1983’s “Blue Monday,” is considered to

be the essential link between the

coming ’80s dance/house music trends

and dying ’70s disco. New Order’s live

show has had a complicated reputation

throughout the years, and seeing them

play at Coachella will definitely be a

highlight.

BRIGHT EYES
These days there seems to be an over

abundance of singer-songwriters using

the same tried and true formula, leaving

little room for any one in particular to

be notable. Conor Oberst, aka Bright

Eyes, stands out from the pack. He’s

made appearances on late night TV

shows like those of David Letterman

and Craig Kilborn and has toured with

acclaimed artists such as Bruce

Springsteen and R.E.M. Bright Eyes has

contributed his gritty indie rock to

collaborative EPs and charity records,

winning over a wide spectrum of

audiences.

THE FAINT
If you were to put Depeche Mode,

Duran Duran and Marilyn Manson

into a blender, throw in a pinch of The

Cure and use an entire packet of Orgy,

you would have The Faint. A very

contemporary version of new wave

dance music with smart, wry lyrics, The

Faint is an indie/goth kid’s dream.

The music is both frantic and

sultry, while the band’s live show is

energetic, stylized and entertaining.

The Faint is confident and

commanding of the stage and its

members know the right way to

deliver their synth-pop tunes.

KASABIAN
Along with basic guitar and drums,

Kasabian adds an undeniable groove

and danceable beat. Singer Tom

Meighan exudes a certain air of

cockiness, which usually translates as

personality, both on and off stage. The

band sites The Beatles, Primal Scream

and Blackalicious as influences to their

eclectic, sometimes sinister sound.

Kasabian will demand your attention

and never let it go.

HONORABLE MENTIONS:
THRICE – Just heavy enough to be

screamo, yet catchy enough to be pop-

punk, Thrice will put on an explosive

live show that will lead you to wonder

why they’re so hurt and angry.

THE BRAVERY – “Electro-garage-

dance-rock-disco-punk” to make you

cry.

JEM – At times reminiscent of both

Portishead and Tori Amos, Jem is

theatrical, reggae-tinted, urban and

edgy. Songs like “Come on Closer” from

the film Closer are eerie and intriguing.

THE PRODIGY – So what if the lyrics

are meaningless babble? The Prodigy’s

music is engaging and spontaneous,

drawing from punk rock, hip-hop and

acid-house roots.

Coachella will be held at Empire Polo

Field, located at 81-800 Avenue 51 in

Indio, Calif. Price: One-day passes are

$80 + 1$ to charity, two-day passes are

$150 + $2 to charity. Tickets are

available through Ticketmaster.com.

Parking is free. For more information,

visit www.coachella.com.

C A M P U S  C I R C L E ’ S  

COACHELLA SURVIVAL GUIDECOACHELLA SURVIVAL GUIDE
WHAT’S BETTER THAN A FEW DAYS IN THE SWELTERING HEAT of the California desert with

nothing but good music and 60,000 of your closest friends? Yes, this year’s Coachella Valley Music

and Arts Festival is finally upon us! With another impressive lineup of bands and DJs, this

blockbuster will surely provide music and mayhem for all fans in attendance.

For the 6th time, Coachella will provide two full days of back-to-back music, this year on

Saturday, April 30 and Sunday, May 1. In the past, the festival has featured some of the most

legendary artists of our generation, including Rage Against the Machine, Tool, Jane’s Addiction, The

Pixies, Radiohead and The Cure. This year is no exception with artists such as Coldplay, Weezer, Nine

Inch Nails, Bright Eyes, Bauhaus and New Order – all bands you’d be crazy to miss while there.

Coachella is also one of the few annual music events featuring indie and up-and-coming bands such

as Bloc Party, The Arcade Fire, The Kills, Doves, Kasabian and Autolux. Each day offers a satisfying

variety of musical flavors ranging from hip-hop and electronica to screamo and indie rock. 

If you are a true music lover, this is the festival you have been training for your entire life to attend.

Kick back and absorb all of the sights and sounds of Coachella this weekend. Just like every other year,

it’s sure to be another history-making event.

PARKING 
Though you may be tempted to pull up close to the

fairgrounds, your best bet is to park as far away as

possible. If you leave the festival anytime close to its

scheduled ending time (midnight), expect to sit in your

car for a ridiculously long time.

Plan either to tailgate in the parking lot for two

hours or, when you park, stay as close to the exits and

entrances as you can – that way you’ll be one of the first

ones out. Parking is free and the lot opens at 9 a.m. each

day.

WHAT TO BRING
Here is a list of things you can and cannot bring with you

into the festival:

You CAN bring – backpacks, hats, sunblock, lighters,

sunglasses, cigarettes, small beach towels, non-

professional film and digital cameras.

You CANNOT bring – musical instruments, chains and

chain wallets, knives and weapons, blankets, outside food

and beverages, tents, flags, chairs, video cameras, audio

recording devices, professional cameras, stuffed animals,

pets, drugs and drug paraphernalia.

WHAT TO EXPECT
There are no ins and outs, so expect to buy lots of $2

water or wait in line for the few onsite drinking fountains.

There will be cash-only vender booths selling a variety of

food and drinks including vegan and vegetarian options.

Beer and wine will be sold in designated areas.

You will get sunburned! The general rule is that if

you hang around under the desert sun for 10 hours

straight, it might do some damage. Also, be sure to bring

a hat and plenty of sunblock.

Expect to sit on the ground between bands because

shaded seating areas are few and far between. The art

pieces are interesting and fun to check out when you’re

waiting around for the next band to play.

As you arrive on site, pick up a schedule with that

day’s band lineup. Plan out your day with friends to

ensure that you end up actually seeing all of the bands

you want to most. There will be plenty of overlapping set

times due to the festival’s multiple stages, so expect to

make some difficult decisions in choosing between

bands or sacrificing part of one band’s set in order to

catch part of another.

Though you may feel like your mother when doing

this, you should always decide on a place to meet if your

group gets separated. Cell phones often don’t work and

its takes a good 20 minutes to walk from one end of the

fairgrounds to the other, making it virtually impossible

to find friends by merely wandering.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
TRASHed – “An Exhibition of Recycling Can Art” will

display useable large trashcans. Each submitted by a

different artist, the bins can be found throughout the

fairgrounds.

WHERE TO STAY
Onsite Camping – Through Ticketmaster, a $35-per-

person pass lets you camp on a grassy field adjacent to

the festival for all three nights. Bring your own tent or

share with friends. You must be 18 or older and can bring

in your own food and beverages (except alcohol or any

glass bottles) and may go in and out as you please. New

this year, a food and beverage village will give you a

variety of traditional, vegan and ethnic options if you

choose not to bring your own food.

Campgrounds are open 24 hours but have a noise

curfew of 2 a.m. each night. More bathrooms and

showers , which will be open from 6 a.m. till 8 p.m. daily,

will be available this year, and a general store, which will

be open daily till 2 a.m., will have any forgotten essentials.

Keep in mind that this is the desert, so don’t expect

to sleep in. The brightness of the sun and its heat will

likely wake you just after dawn.

Offsite Camping & Hotels – Visit www.coachella.com

for an updated listing of locations in and around Indio

that aren’t yet fully booked.

SURVIVAL TIPS

B Y  C H R I S T I N A  J O H N S O N

The Faint

Bright Eyes

New Order

Weezer

Coldplay

Nine Inch Nails


