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o more rumors. No more speculation. No more false prophecy.
For devoted U2 fans around the world, the moment has

arrived: The band’s tour machine is headed out again, this time
for an extended, unbridled bout of “Vertigo.”

More than three years have passed since the Irish rock band strode out
on stage for its hugely popular “Elevation” tour, which ended in late 2001.
The popularity of some groups might wane after such an extended period.
But not U2.

If anything, the band continues to cruise at a stratosphere only enjoyed
by a select few acts in the course of popular music history.

So what is it that U2 keeps at the forefront of popular music and culture?
A resilient link between the band and millions of dedicated fans worldwide. 

Despite massive record sales, numerous accolades and the trappings of
stardom, the members of U2 (Bono, The Edge, Adam Clayton and Larry
Mullen Jr.) maintain a sense of humility borne from a deep appreciation for
their north Dublin working-class roots. 

Even as U2 passed through stylistic phases and a variety of stage person-
alities over the years — from rebellious activists to self-absorbed rock stars
— its members never sought to distance themselves from the outside world.
Instead, the group remained firmly grounded, using its music and notoriety
to speak out on real-world injustices and the importance of honoring human
dignity — issues and themes that not only have resonance, but also have
deepened U2’s relationship with its fans.

From the first note of an opening song at a U2 concert, the occasion
immediately becomes one grand bonding experience between the perform-
ers and the assembled. With every dramatic gesture from Bono, with every
flick of Mullen’s drumsticks, with every power riff from The Edge’s guitar
or Clayton’s bass, the energy of the collective experience builds to a feverish
crescendo. 

The scene is stirring and intoxicating, if not addictive. It’s been this way
almost since the band began touring widely more than 20 years ago. And
now, as the “Vertigo” tour rolls forward, audiences will once again indulge
their unrestrained, visceral exuberance for four middle-age lads from
Dublin.

Here, we look at the enduring act from Ireland — its colorful members,
recording success and more.

SINCE WE LAST MET
U2 has been busy since its final

“Elevation” tour stop in Miami on Dec.
2, 2001. Here’s a brief rundown of what
the band’s been up to since we last saw
them on stage:

■ February 2002: U2 adds its punch
to the Super Bowl XXXVI hoopla in
2002 with a three-song set during the
game’s halftime show.

After picking up three awards at the
Grammys in 2001 for its smash album,
“All That You Can’t Leave Behind,” U2
earns four more awards at the 2002 cere-
mony.

■ May 2002: Bono tours African vil-
lages with U.S. Treasury Secretary Paul
O’Neill. The pair spend 10 days touring
impoverished areas of Africa, and Bono
hopes the firsthand look will convince
O’Neill to press the Bush administration
for increased U.S. aid, and focus atten-
tion on the AIDS crisis in Africa.

■ November 2002: U2 releases a
second decade of greatest hits, “The
Best of 1990-2000.” The double CD fea-
tures more than a dozen singles released
over the 10-year period, and a new song,
“Electrical Storm.”

■ December 2002: Bono travels by
bus through the American Midwest on a
seven-day speaking tour to help raise

awareness about the AIDS crisis in
Africa.

■ March 2003: U2 scores its first
Academy Awards nomination with a
Best Song nod for “The Hands That
Built America,” the theme for director
Martin Scorsese’s “Gangs of New York.”
U2 loses to rapper Eminem for “Lose
Yourself” from the film “8 Mile.”

■ October 2004: In 1981, a briefcase
containing lyrics for a then-new U2
album, “October,” was lifted from back-
stage during a gig in Portland, Ore. The
whereabouts of the missing lyrics
remain a mystery until late 2004, when a
woman who found the case in the attic

of a rental home in Tacoma, Wash.,
returns the long-lost treasures to the
band.

■ November 2004: To
help promote the release
of “Vertigo,” U2 joins
with Apple to produce a
custom black-and-red edi-
tion of the company’s
popular digital music
player, iPod. The iPod U2
Special Edition includes a
$50 certificate toward the purchase of
“The Complete U2,” a digital box set of
400 of the band’s songs. 

■ March 2005: On March 14, Bono,
The Edge, Clayton and Mullen become
the newest members of the Rock ’n’
Roll Hall of Fame. Rock legend and hall
of famer Bruce Springsteen handles
U2’s induction. “Uno, dos, tres, catorce,”
quipped Springsteen, borrowing from
the Spanish countdown that opens U2’s
single, “Vertigo.” “The translation is
one, two, three, fourteen. That is the cor-
rect math for rock ’n’ roll. The whole
had better equal a lot more than the sum
of its parts ...”

■ March 28, 2005: U2’s “Vertigo”
tour opens and will take the band to
more than 100 North American and
European cities in 2005.
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Bono, left, appears with Agnes
Nyamayarwo, an AIDS-infected
Ugandan nurse and mother, at a
Lincoln, Neb., stop on his Midwest
speaking tour.

GETTING TO KNOW U2

ADAM CLAYTON, bass
■ BORN: March
13, 1960, in
Oxfordshire,
England
■ DID YOU
KNOW: Although
he’s the only sin-

gle band member, Clayton has
walked down the aisle before; he
served as Bono’s best man at his
marriage to Alison Stewart in 1982.

DAVE “THE EDGE” EVANS, gui-
tar, keyboards and backing vocals

■ BORN: Aug.
8, 1961, in
Barking, Essex,
England
■ FAMILY: First
wife Aislinn,
three children;

second wife, Morleigh, two chil-
dren
■ DID YOU KNOW: Bono isn’t the
only lyricist in the band. The
Edge has a few U2 numbers to
his credit as well, including
“Wake Up Dead Man,” “Numb”
and “Van Diemen’s Land.”

PAUL “BONO” HEWSON,
vocals and guitar

■ BORN: May
10, 1960, in
Dublin, Ireland
■ FAMILY: Wife,
Alison, four 
children
■ DID YOU

KNOW: Hewson adopted the
name Bono from a Bonavox hear-
ing aid shop in Dublin. The Latin
“bonavox” translates “good
voice” or “beautiful voice” in
English.

LARRY MULLEN JR., drums
■ BORN: Oct.
31, 1961, in
Dublin, Ireland
■ FAMILY:
Partner, Ann;
three children
■ DID YOU

KNOW: Mullen is credited for
starting U2. When he was 14,
Mullen posted a notice on a
school bulletin board looking for
schoolmate recruits for a new
band. But his role as leader in
the fledgling group vanished
once Paul Hewson showed up. In
a Time magazine piece in 1987,
Mullen recalled, “I was in charge
for the first five minutes ... But as
soon as Bono arrived, I was out
of a job.”

HIGH STANDARDS
When it comes to being a hot

commodity, U2 has more than
proven its weight in gold and plat-
inum. 

Over its 24-year recording histo-
ry, the band has racked up more
than 70 gold and platinum honors
for its album, singles and video
sales, according to the Recording
Industry Association of America,
which certifies gold and platinum
records. (An album is certified gold
when it hits 500,000 in sales; plat-
inum when it reaches 1 million.)
And many of U2’s albums have
gone on to multiplatinum status.
The band’s 1987 album, “The

Joshua Tree,”
for instance, has
gone platinum a
whopping 10
times over. The
latest U2 album,
“How to
Dismantle an
Atomic Bomb,”
released in
November

2004, went triple platinum in about
a month.

How do U2’s gold and platinum
figures measure up to other notable
pop and rock acts? The Beatles
have 179 gold and platinum records
to their credit; Madonna has 119;
Elton John has 118; the Rolling
Stones have 102; Prince has 87;
and Bruce Springsteen has 81.

“How to
Dismantle an
Atomic Bomb”


